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Overall Comments 
 
 Again you’re learning logs evidence your thought process through each 
project. I think that you are at a real experimental stage of your 
development as a creative person. You are delving into ways of bringing 
your ideas and thoughts into some visual form. You are finding your 
own personal voice and experimenting with many ideas. Perhaps you 
set yourself impossible and such complicated tasks – such as trying to 
express the progress of your life combined with a pizza – plus a 
labyrinth! My goodness that is a project and a half! 
Maybe it might be a good idea to simplify your aims and keep them more 
visually direct at this stage of your learning. 
 
 I am encouraged that your drawing has become more a part of your 
daily routine.  
 
Assessment   
 
 (After Assignments 2 and 4) 
 
Select one of the statements below: 
 *delete as appropriate 
 

I understand your aim is to go for the Painting/Textiles/Creative Arts*) Degree 
and that you plan to submit your work for assessment at the end of this 
course. From the work you have shown in this assignment, and providing you 
commit yourself to the course, I suggest that you are likely to be successful. 
 
I do feel that you will be successful in the assessment. You must 
however keep up the standard of work that I have been used to seeing.  
I hope that you are keeping up with preparatory drawings- daily 
sketching. 
 
 



 
Feedback on assignment  
 
Your dilemma about how to interpret your self-portrait perhaps can be 
resolved in this quotation by Picasso “An artist is not an imitator but an 
Interpreter”- perhaps this helps. A photographic likeness therefore can 
be rather a limited expression of a person’s face. Try and worry less 
about an abstracted way of interpreting an image- depend more at this 
stage on just looking – observing and less on the abstract ideas. 
You have produced a very strong image of yourself. It is indeed well 
balanced with the black and white cutting. However I would like to see it 
printed better. Try and produce a print where the ink is more even. The 
very finer lines you have produced on part of this self- portrait are very 
weak and do not read very well. These lines do not balance well with the 
heavier cutting lines.  
 
 You have produced a very strong and technically well- made form for 
the collotype exercise. The relief print is strong. They are printed well.  
However these colored collage areas seem visually unrelated to the 
strong beautifully constructed circular shape.   This is a shame as you 
really have made a beautiful initial relief image. 
 I think you have tried to do too much with this circular shape. The 
beautiful “labyrinth “curves have been almost negated by the flat color 
over the top- the collage and the overprinting. Maybe you got lost in 
your attempt to express all those non visual ideas. 
The mother and baby image is strong. The way you dispense with the 
formal rectangle is inventive. Not the first time it has come up in your 
work. 

 
 
Sketchbooks 
 
 I am glad that now you have the confidence to draw whenever and 
wherever you want to. The rocks have been well investigated. What you 
have discovered in the different shadows is the difference between 
reflected light and direct light. Reflected light comes from another object 
within the composition – direct light is the uninterrupted light from 
direct source. Parts of the rocks have cast shadows on other areas of 
the landscape. 
Your portrait drawings are varied – you have experimented with different 
media and produced interesting drawings.  
Now you are sketching I hope you are making preparatory sketches to 
plan your final projects these should always play a very important part 
in your work routine.  
 
Learning Logs or Blogs/Critical essays.  
 
I read that you have participated in a great many projects other than that 
required from the OCA. This is good and indicates a strong personal 
voice and a commitment to the work. Your curiosity is so wide – your 



interests so varied – these qualities can only improve the scope of your 
learning- the variety of your designs and your technical skills. You are 
open minded to learn creativity from many sources and have an 
enthusiasm which will drive you on. Often one can get dispirited but as 
Picasso said “The first 70 years are the worst “! 

 
 
Suggested reading/viewing 
 
If you are still interested in facial disfigurement I do recommend that you 
log into Dr. Leo Cheng- “Mercy Ships”- Quite a remarkable surgeon that 
voluntarily operates from a ship which is completely fitted out as an 
operating theatre. It is stationed off Africa to help patients born with 
facial disfigurement.  
 I wonder if you have read “Printmaking- Traditional and contemporary 
techniques”- by Ann D’Arcy. 
 
 
Pointers for the next assignment 
 I would like to see all your practical work next assignment. Although 
your blog is very accessible I would like the freedom to review your 
work as a whole. I would like to see how you evidence your progress – 
your preparatory work. I would like to see your failed experiments in 
your sketchbooks as well as your successful ones. I would like to get a 
feeling for all your work which you might be submitting for formal 
assessment.  
Try and keep your ideas simpler – be more direct don’t over complicate 
your task. 
You must prepare well for your fifth assignment. You have worked hard 
and pushed yourself to learn the craft. Now you must bring all you have 
learnt together and demonstrate the skills and techniques that you 
know. 
All the sections of the assignment must be up to a very high standard – 
all parts of the assignment must be in place. Do read the advice on the 
OCA website as how you should prepare yourself for formal 
assessment.  
I know you have had your ups and downs which would have distracted a 
less committed student. However you have persisted and your work has 
developed well. This is all to your credit. 
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