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Overall Comments  
 
I am very impressed with this first assignment. You have accomplished 
all that was required of you and produced work of a high professional 
standard. There are some suggestions that I would like to make which 
might facilitate some of the issues brought up on your blog. These are 
mostly technical issues – your creativity and commitment are becoming 
well established. Well done. 
 
Assessment potential (after Assignment 1) 
 

You may want to get credit for your hard work and achievements with the 
OCA by formally submitting your work for assessment at the end of the 
module. More and more people are taking the idea of lifelong learning 
seriously by submitting their work for assessment but it is entirely up to you. 
We are just as keen to support you whether you study for pleasure or to gain 
qualifications. Please consider whether you want to put your work forward for 
assessment and let me know your decision when you submit Assignment 2. I 
can then give you feedback on how well your work meets the assessment 
requirements." 

 
I do not know whether you will want to submit your work for formal 
assessment. My review will change depending on your choice. It might 
be a good idea to decide on this as soon as you can. 
 
Feedback on assignment 
 
You experiment well – with the subject matter leading you into a 
receptive and creative search for inventive solutions. You seem to be 
developing your own good personal voice with a keen interest in 
buildings and your local environment. You have an open mind already 
making patterns and connections as you learn more about the objects in 
front of you. You think visually – simplify and obviously are intensely 
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inspired as you work.You explore different media and are prepared to 
research more as you work venturing into unknown territory.  
 
The blacksmiths cottage.  
 
 This simple image has supplied you with three fascinating 
interpretations – the view through the windows- the circles at the side of 
the shed and the cottage as a whole. --- As well as to supply you with 
some fresh charcoal! 
 
The view as a whole is simple –with textures and well placed on the 
paper. Mainly made up of two rectangles the form is balanced and suits 
the form of printing. I would have liked to have seen you exploiting the 
colors that can be created with this medium by overprinting.  Black is 
rather a deadening color and a more interesting arrangement of colors 
might have been achieved with mixing colors. This applies to all your 
prints – not particularly to this one. 
 
I.e. The three primary colors over printed would create a rich dark color 
which might have been more interesting than the black. 
     Yellow over blue would have created green. 
      Red over blue would have created purple. 
      Red over yellow would have created orange. 
 I think you must know something of complementary colors etc. as I see 
that you paint. Do try and exploit this knowledge –especially as it is so 
easy to create colors in printmaking. 
 
 The cottage is a delicate print and forms the basis on which you have 
developed ideas and ways of seeing that have given you real inspiration. 
 I read how you experimented with different materials- different 
pressures and enjoyed this creativity. 
 
The wheels against the wall 
 
 This is a clever simplification of part of the cottage. I think it works well 
because of the forms that are directly opposite. The strong horizontal 
lines and the roundness of the circles form a really dynamic image. Yes- 
a couple of your prints are registered less well then but this will come 
with practice. I suggest one way that might help you with this problem.   
 
This applies of course when you have already printed one color! 
 With the back of the blank printing paper facing you take two straight 
pins and push them through the top right hand corner and the bottom 
left hand corner of the paper. The looking over the print to the image 
slowly lower the points of the pins onto the same corners of the image 
beneath your paper. This is the best way I have found to truly make sure 
that registration is correct. 
 
 The prints however are strong and are clean and crisp. Again I       
suggest that you might exploit different color combinations to create 
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more hues. I also think that you might have revealed more hues if your 
printing ink might have been thinner. There is a printing medium – a 
colorless substance which dilutes the ink without weakening it allowing 
the color underneath to show through and therefore mixing the two 
colors on the surface of the paper. 
 All in all though the creativity in this print is very successful- it is a 
strong image – inspired from source and adapted to suit the medium. 
 
The view through the windows. 
 
This is very well observed and is again a very clever creative print. It 
forms a strong image. 
 The way that you have carefully observed the different windows – 
simplified them and united them in the final image is good. You have 
created good shapes within the rectangle of the window – given each 
space a different combination of forms which unite together and form a 
harmony.  
 
I think the green and red combination works best – partly because they 
are complementary colors. However I do suggest that more areas left as 
pure red would have given the print space and a three dimensional 
quality. This would have made the image more complex- more 
interesting and stopped the image from looking flat. However you 
should be pleased with this result and the combinations of color you 
have experimented with provide a strong and different interpretation. 
 
The urban landscape 
 
This is again a good print- professionally mounted- cleanly printed and a 
strong image.  The way you have observed the roof lines- the simplicity 
of all the shapes on the roof and the parallel lines that go in different 
directions give the image life and vitality.  You have also seemed to ring 
the changes with some of the forms appearing to be cut from black over 
white and others white over black. It gives a subtlety to the image. The 
web like quality of the branches of the trees make a wonderful change to 
the straightness of the roofs. They have been created with delicacy and 
make a wonderful patterned silhouette.  
 
 I see how you have prepared the development of your idea – your 
persistence. I read about your decisions and your deliberation- all 
carefully done to perfect the print.  
 
 The slight – very slight suggestion of movement in the sky works well. 
The rather dominant swirl of the grey blue sky in one print rather over 
powers the rest of the print I feel. 
 
I wonder if when you decide on your composition you draw preparatory 
sketches in the same format and in the same proportion as the print and 
enclosed within a rectangle. I do not read about that in your blog. 
Although I do find this composition good I wonder if you have noticed 
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that the bridge and the steeple on the right hand side virtually fall along 
the same line? This rather isolates one side of the print in a way that a 
slight change in composition- say of the bridge might have opened up 
the whole print more. I think if you do make such preparations then you 
might have seen this too. As you are aware preparation is crucial and 
preparing your final piece in this way does help you see your final image 
clearer and it allows you to experiment on a smaller scale and play 
around with the forms before you finalize your idea. 
 
You have used the color to create a more three dimensional feel to this 
print- the way you have united the branches into a flat color – these are 
creative ideas and add much intensity to your work. 
 
 You have carried your idea to abstract the urban landscape into three 
dimensional small blocks works well.  As one follows your blog one can 
understand the way you work and the creativity- the visual thought that 
accompanied your thought process. This of course is also important- to 
follow your thought process so one can see clearly how you arrived at 
the solution you did.You are able to simplify design and produce a 
result that works. 
 
I do applaud your simplification of the small three dimensional block 
inspired by the urban landscape.  This has so many possibilities – from 
your repetitive patterns which re-invent their identity to the swirl of 
pattern that creates even more alternatives. Separately the small block 
is strong in itself but experimenting and exploring different ways of 
seeing and understanding this form takes the image away from its 
original meaning. Printing a collection of the images against a flat 
irregular color provides another way of developing the form.  
 

Sketchbooks  
 
From what I could see from your blog- your sketchbooks have become a 
natural way of expressing your ideas. You use them as a facility for 
searching out the visual world. You record images that you might use at 
a later date i.e. the shells- faces etc. You use them to practice your craft 
and experiment with different media. I wonder if you have ever used 
colored tissue paper to experiment with colors- or indeed experimented 
with collage to develop your ideas. 
 Do have a small sketchbook to accompany you throughout the day as 
well as the large book which you seem to use very successfully. I am 
thinking particularly of the windmill sketch. Try and do experiments with 
color – perhaps sketch in color – find out how color can be used in 
printmaking. 
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Learning Logs or Blogs / Critical essays. 
 
 Your blog is clear and well produced. It is well organized – easy to see 
and easy to listen to. You have included information about other 
craftsmen. Do write your opinion of their work- show a critical – 
analytical viewpoint. It is not sufficient to just profile them on your log. 
 Your choice of Picasso is a wise decision. Not only is there a lot of 
information which will be accessible to you but his prints are wonderful 
and there is much to say about them.You can also see the influences 
that passed over from his paintings – the images that repeat themselves 
and his strength of creativity.  
 Your plan is good. 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggested viewing/reading. 
 
 These are some suggestions that might help you technically and others 
that need be taken on board. 

1- Do write your name on the back of each print – together with the 
assignment number and title. Do not write it on the front of the 
work. 

2- Do try and get yourself a simple book on color. If you already 
have one then do make a few experiments with different 
combinations. Your prints will improve and your scope of ideas 
will benefit and improve and your prints will become more 
ambitious. 

3- Experiment with my suggestion of registration- it is really reliable. 
4- Your personal voice is very strong. I think it would be a good idea 

to develop your drawings of shells maybe enlarging them and 
finding out more about their construction. However you are open 
to fresh ideas so maybe that might come another time. I 
understand why you did feel drawn to the shells.  

5- When you prepare your ideas and composition –do remember to 
draw rough sketches in the same proportion as your final print 

6- You have put the work of other artists and craftsmen on your 
blog. It is important to write about your reasons for including this 
information. Perhaps write something of the history and 
development of printmaking as well. Analyze the work of some of 
the artists – show a critical viewpoint and write about your own 
personal views. 
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Pointers for the next assignment 
 
 Do take on board all my suggestions in the previous paragraph. 
 Start collecting examples of Picasso’s work and start getting your ideas 
together. Perhaps start collecting illustrations of his work etc. 
The second assignment is about landscape. You have already assured 
me that you know your countryside. I have confidence that you will 
manage this assignment well. 
 
This first assignment is a really good start- I am sure you will find it a 
simple task to take on the points I have suggested. You should be 
pleased with the work that you have produced.  

 
 
 
 
Tutor name:  Hilary Beauchamp 
Date  29th June  
Next assignment 
due 

6th September. 

 


